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To: 

 

San Francisco Commission on the Environment 

1455 Market Street, Suite 1200 

San Francisco, CA  94103 

 

Dear Commissioners, and Department of Environment Staff, 

 

Community advocates for CleanPowerSF would first like to thank you for your past leadership in making clear to 

City decision makers that San Francisco’s greenhouse gas reduction goals are not achievable without establishing 

a robust CleanPowerSF program, one with a strong local build-out of clean energy and efficiency installations. 

 

We further thank you for insisting that programs like CleanPowerSF are built with local and union labor to the 

greatest extent possible, and that all San Francisco communities must economically and environmentally benefit 

from such programs. It is the Commission and the Department of the Environment that are, more than any other 

agency, at the cutting edge of clean energy installation, environmentally sustainable economics, and green jobs 

policy in San Francisco. 

 

Consistent with this history of leadership, we now call upon you to take a much stronger role in moving forward 

the CleanPowerSF program. 

 

While climate scientists are sounding the alarm that our planet is soon to reach extremely dangerous climate crisis 

tipping points (such as unprecedented rapid polar ice melting), the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

(SFPUC) has been unable and/or unwilling to launch CleanPowerSF in the nearly ten years since it was first given 

the mandate to do so.  

 

It is now imperative for an agency which prioritizes environmental values and objectives to take the reins on the 

CleanPowerSF program for it to succeed. That agency is the Department of the Environment. 

 

Already, the Department has been instrumental in the installation of energy efficiency and other environmental 

improvement measures throughout tens of millions of square feet of building space all over San Francisco. It is 

exactly that sort of outstanding hands-on leadership and experience that is now required to engage the hundreds of 

megawatts of local clean energy and efficiency installations planned for the CleanPowerSF program. 

 

Commissioners, we strongly urge you to pass a resolution that takes a strong, unambiguous position in 

support of CleanPowerSF and urges the Board of Supervisors, Local Agency Formation Commission 

(LAFCO) and SFPUC to move forward with the program immediately, while doing the hard work 

necessary to ensure that both customer enrollment and a robust local clean energy build-out begin by 

Spring of 2014. We also ask you to collaborate with the Board, LAFCo and SFPUC to help them achieve 

these objectives which are so crucial to our future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

San Francisco Clean Energy Advocates 


