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The Commission on the Environment 

The mission of the Commission on the Environment is to improve, enhance, and 

preserve the environment and to promote San Francisco’s long-term environmental 

sustainability as laid out in Section 4.118 of the City Charter.  The Commission on the 

Environment sets policy for the Department of the Environment and advises the Mayor, 

Board of Supervisors, and other City departments on environmental matters. Appointed 

by the Mayor, the seven-member commission develops policies and programs on a 

wide range of environmental topics including zero waste, toxics reduction, 

environmental justice, clean air, energy efficiency, green building, habitat restoration, 

commute alternatives, greenhouse gas reduction, green jobs, and the city's urban 

forest.  The Commission’s office is located at 11 Grove Street, San Francisco, California, 

94102.  

 

Commission Membership - 2012 

Matt Tuchow, President; Ruth Gravanis, Vice President; Joshua Arce, Angelo King, 

Operations Committee Chair; Alan Mok, Heather Stephenson; Johanna Wald, Policy 

Committee Chair. 

 

Commissioners Leaving Office in 2012 

Special thanks to Commissioner Emeritus Rahul Prakash who served on the Commission 

from August 3, 2010 to January 3, 2012 and on the Commission Policy Committee from 

October 8, 2010 to January 3, 2012. 

 

Meetings 

All meetings of the Commission on the Environment and its committees are open to the 

public.  The full Commission meets bimonthly on the fourth Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. in 

January, March, May, July, September and November. Meetings are held at City Hall, 1 

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Jr. Place, Room 416, in the City and County of San Francisco 

unless otherwise noted.  

 

The Commission’s Policy Committee meets monthly on the second Monday at 5:00 p.m. 

with the exception of the fourth Monday in October.  Meetings are held at City Hall, 1 

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Jr. Place, Room 421 in the City and County of San Francisco 

unless otherwise noted.   

 

The Commission’s Operations Committee starting in November 2012 will meet quarterly 

on the first Wednesday in November and the second Wednesday in February, May, 

and August at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings are held at 1455 Market Street in the City and 

County of San Francisco unless otherwise noted.   
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Background on the Commission 

In carrying out its mission, the Commission and its two committees engage in three 

general types of activities:  1) providing oversight of and strategic advice on the work of 

the Department of the Environment and its staff; 2) generating and reviewing new 

policies, practices and ideas relating to sustainability for consideration by the staff, the 

Mayor, the Board of Supervisors and by other city agencies as relevant; and 3) 

providing public outreach and education.  The Commission carries out its responsibilities 

principally by reviewing and commenting on oral and written presentations from the 

staff at both full Commission meetings and at committee meetings.   

 

The Commission is directly responsible for a number of San Francisco’s most well-known 

environmental initiatives including its ban on City purchase of single-serve water bottles 

and its groundbreaking ordinance on check-out bags.  Other major initiatives that the 

Commission has spearheaded include the Department’s green jobs program, its 

Climate Action Plan, and the City’s mandatory composting requirement.  As the result 

of these initiatives, in 2012:  

 

 2198 jobs were supported by San Francisco Department of the Environment’s 

policies and programs in areas such as zero waste, energy efficiency and 

renewable energy.  

 1.6 million tons of waste were diverted from landfill and San Francisco achieved an 

80% landfill diversion, making it #1 in the country for a city our size and saving the 

equivalent of almost two Golden Gate Bridges worth of trash. 

 Over 50 cities around the country have replicated plastic bag bans of their own. 

 San Francisco’s greenhouse gas emissions are nearly 14.5% below 1990 levels.  We 

are very close to meeting the City’s goal of reducing emissions 20% below those 

levels by 2012 and have exceeded emission reduction goals set by both the United 

Nations and the State of California, even as our population has grown substantially. 

 Providing suggestions and input to Department staff and to staff of the America’s 

Cup Event Authority regarding the latter’s efforts to make the America’s Cup events 

of 2012 and 2013 a model of environmental sustainability. 

 

Awards   
 Most Walkable City, WalkScore, as of November 7, 2012 

 Top City for Green Jobs, Forbes Magazine, May 7, 2012 

 Cleantech Capital of North America, Cleantech Group, March 27, 2012 

 Best Green Building Policies of Any City in the World, World Green Building Council, 

December 11, 2011 

 VERGE 25 Award for Cities 2.0 

 “Best Role Model” in green building policy for the California Top-10 Award, U.S. 

Green Building Council. 
 Bay Area’s “Most EV-Ready Community” (along with Sonoma County) for 2012, 

presented at Silicon Valley Leadership Group’s annual conference on electric 

vehicles.  

 Nail Salon Recognition Program: The Department of the Environment received the 

“Collaborative Champion Award” for creating a novel program that protects the 

http://www.walkscore.com/rankings/most-walkable-cities.php
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jacquelynsmith/2012/05/07/the-top-10-cities-for-green-jobs/
http://www.cleantech.com/2012/03/27/cleantech-group-recognizes-san-francisco-as-cleantech-capital-of-north-america/
https://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=10760
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health of the nail salon community.  (A press event is planned in December to 

publicly honor the first few salons to meet program standards and become 

recognized by the City.) 

 SF Clean Cities Coalition (coordinated by SFE) received two national awards from 

U.S. Department of Energy for top ranking among all Clean Cities Coalitions:  Most 

Per Capita Displacement of Petroleum; and Greatest Displacement of Petroleum by 

Using Electricity” – the latter mainly attributable to Muni electric buses. 

Major accomplishments of the Commission in 2012  

In 2012, the Commission’s major accomplishments included: 

 

 Supporting the endangered Pacific Leatherback as the Official Marine Reptile of 

California.  The California State Assembly voted unanimously to pass the Bill (AB 

1776) to designate the endangered Pacific Leatherback as California’s official state 

marine reptile and to declare October 15 every year as Leatherback Conservation 

Day. 

 Adopting a Resolution urging Congress to permanently establish parity between the 

parking and mass transit/vanpool portions of the Employee Transportation Benefit.  

 Adopting a Resolution commending the Port of San Francisco for passage of their 

Zero Waste Events and Activities Policy.  

 Adopting a Resolution supporting the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s use of 

the Clean Air Act to reduce carbon in our atmosphere. The San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors adopted a Resolution in support of reducing greenhouse gas pollution 

under the Clean Air Act. 

 Adopting a Resolution supporting the proposed expansion of the Monterey Bay 

National Marine Sanctuary to the Golden Gate Bridge and into San Francisco Bay. 

 Providing feedback to the America’s Cup Event Authority, particularly on its 

Sustainability and Zero Waste Plans.  Both the Policy Committee and the Commission 

provided this feedback and gave opportunities for members of the public to 

provide comments on these plans and other actions that will need to be taken if the 

America’s Cup events that will be held in San Francisco in 2012 and 2013 are to be 

truly environmentally responsible.   

 Adopting a Resolution in support of Board of Supervisors Resolution and Ordinance 

Approving the CleanPowerSF Program. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

adopted a Resolution in support of reducing greenhouse gas pollution under the 

Clean Air Act.  

 Adopting a Resolution endorsing Department of the Environment grant funding 

recommendations for the Urban Orchards Program and San Francisco Carbon Fund 

program to plant trees.  

 

Oversight activities of the Commission in 2012 included: 

 

 Approving the Department of the Environment’s Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget on 

January 24, 2012. 

 Adopting a Revised Reduced Risk Pesticides list for 2012.  On January 24, 2012, the 

Commission approved this list as required by Environment Code Chapter 2, Section 
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203, Ordinance 115-05.  In so doing, the Commission and the Department help the 

City protect residents, visitors, City staff and the City’s biodiversity from the effects of 

unnecessary and avoidable pesticide use. 

 Reviewing and providing recommendations on the San Francisco Department of 

the Environment Strategic Plan Assessment and new format. 

 

Accomplishments of Environment Commission Committees  

In addition to the accomplishments referenced above, 2012 activities of the Operations 

Committee included: 

 

 Reviewing and making recommendations on the Department of the Environment’s 

office move.  Office move discussions were held on location, design, process, and 

Eco Center priorities.  

 Reviewing and providing input into funding recommendations of the Department of 

the Environment’s staff for 2012-13 Zero Waste grants that were provided to the 

Commission on the Environment. 

 Reviewing and providing input into the Department of the Environment’s Budget for 

2012-13 and 2013-14. 

 Reviewing strategies and structure for the Department of the Environment’s Public 

Outreach and Education program area and making recommendations on 

outreach for San Francisco’s Expanded Checkout Bag Reduction Ordinance. 

 Providing feedback on the importance of social media outreach and requesting 

ongoing updates on performance.  

 

In addition to the accomplishments referenced above, 2012 activities of the Policy 

Committee included: 

  

 Establishing Committee work priorities in the areas of the Sustainability Plan, Metrics, 

Climate/Renewable Energy, and Biodiversity. 

 Adopting a Committee Resolution supporting the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency’s use of the Clean Air Act to reduce carbon in our atmosphere and 

recommending that the Commission adopt such a Resolution. 

 Recommending that the Commission adopt a Resolution to restore parity between 

the parking and mass transit/vanpool portions of the Employee Transportation 

Benefit, 

 Receiving updates and providing input to staff regarding the need for the City to 

increase its efforts to provide alternatives to single-use plastic bottles at events 

throughout San Francisco.  The Committee also emphasized the need to restrict the 

sale of plastic water bottles at America’s Cup events. 

 

Other Work of the Commission in 2012 

In 2012, the full Commission passed a resolution commending the service and 

contribution of former commissioner Rahul Prakash.  

 


