
                                     

 

 





 
 

ZERO WASTE GRANT PROGRAM  

FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GRANT AWARDS (2015-2017) 

 

The Zero Waste grant program of the San Francisco Department of the Environment (SFE) issued a Request for 

Proposals on February 25, 2015. The RFP articulated the goals of the funding and outlined specific evaluation 

and scoring criteria to be used in the selection process. 

 

The RFP was sent to the Department’s list of contacts to receive RFP’s, all Department staff who then 

forwarded to their contact lists, foundations who forwarded to their lists of CBO contacts, and grant-making 

municipal departments who forwarded to their lists of CBO contacts. The RFP was posted on the Department of 

the Environment website, the CCSF website, and websites of other city departments.  

 

Sixteen proposals were received on April 10, 2015 requesting a total of $1,477,220. A four-member evaluation 

panel, composed of two SFE staff and two external zero waste professionals with non-profit experience 

reviewed and scored the proposals.  Based on the scores of the written proposals and follow-up oral interviews, 

SFE staff recommend that the Commission on the Environment approve the following awards to eleven 

organizations, for a combined total grant amount of $860,000 to be disbursed over a two-year period (covering 

FY 2015-2017).  Four of the grantees are new to Department of the Environment funding.  

 

Green Solutions (fiscal agent: Chinese Newcomer’s) 

Green Solutions has provided outreach on zero waste and energy efficiency to San Francisco’s Chinese 

residential population and small businesses for more than 15 years. They will divert 200 tons of recyclables and 

compostables from apartment buildings, businesses and street events in Chinatown and other Chinese-speaking 

neighborhoods. They will conduct zero waste outreach with event producers, property management companies 

and tenants. They will leverage their experience, knowledge and contacts with property management 

companies, Recology and maintenance staff.  

Northridge Coop Compost Initiative (fiscal agent: San Francisco Parks Alliance) 

Located in Bayview Hunters Point, Northridge Cooperate Homes is a non-profit that provides affordable home 

ownership to its members.  The Northridge Coop Compost Initiative will divert 100 tons of organic material 

(25% increase) from the homes of 300 member families. This will be achieved through promoting the use of the 

curbside composting bins as well as backyard composting training at the Northridge Coop garden. Garden staff 

will conduct ongoing door-to-door education, outreach, assistance and monitoring of green bins. Garden staff 

and residents will visit Recology’s transfer stations and recycling facilities to better understand the recycling 

process.  The project will also provide employment and training for youth involved in the project. 

Recycle for Change 

Recycle for Change collects and recycles used clothing and shoes to protect the environment and support 

sustainable development. It will divert 500 tons of textiles including clothing, shoes and apparel from landfill by 

placing 52 new collection boxes in public locations and 40 new collection boxes specifically for residents in 

apartment buildings. This will greatly increase accessibility and convenience for San Francisco residents to 

recycle and reuse their unwanted textiles—particularly for those who rely on mass transit. 



SCRAP 

SCRAP is the nation’s oldest creative reuse depot (35 years). It provides much needed arts and educational 

supplies for teachers and youth development organizations at a reasonable cost, as well as supporting local 

artists.  It provides workshops for the community and holds regular materials give-aways for San Francisco 

teachers.  Through this grant, SCRAP will divert 150 tons of wood, metal, glass, fabric, paper, beads, buttons 

and other material from landfill. Funding will allow for more space to provide additional materials for sale, 

which will support greater collection of materials destined for landfill from the SF business community.   

San Francisco State University (SFSU) 

SFSU’s Associated Students is the student government association. It will initiate a composting program in its 

Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC), diverting 15.6 tons of paper towels on an ongoing basis from 

landfill. In addition to setting up infrastructure, the program will integrate appropriate curriculum and teach 

young families, children and students aides about composting. As the training site for students enrolled in 

SFSU’s Early Childhood Education program, the ECEC is an ideal facility for young teachers to learn 

operational practices that they will take into future employment. In addition, this funding will provide zero 

waste monitors to educate students at the Cesar Chavez student center where they receive the largest 

concentrations of students. 

The J. David Gladstone Institutes 

The J. David Gladstone Institutes is a non-profit research organization using science and technology to 

overcome major unsolved diseases. Affiliated with UCSF and SF General, it works with more than 300 

scientists. It will divert 20 tons of expanded polystyrene (Styrofoam) and other plastic films used in the 

laboratory to be recycled with Oakland-based GB Industrial. This project will provide the required training and 

signage for the laboratory staff to learn new methods of proper disposal such as “double washing” plastics and 

provide adequate containers to store material prior to shipment. This project will serve as a model for other labs 

around the country seeking better methods of disposing of plastic medical waste and Styrofoam. 

Garden for the Environment (fiscal agent: San Francisco Parks Alliance) 

Since 1990 Garden for the Environment (GFE) has operated as a local demonstration site for small-scale urban 

ecological food production, organic gardening, composting and low water-use landscaping. It will offer free 

backyard composting and vermicomposting workshops and conduct the Gardening Composting Educator 

Training, while helping San Francisco residents continue to divert organic material from landfill through 

backyard composting and use of the curbside composting system. This program will keep 178 tons of organic 

material out of San Francisco’s waste stream over 2 years. Funding will help GFE implement Composting Pop-

Ups to broaden its reach. 

San Francisco Conservation Corps (SFCC) 

Founded in 1983, the SFCC offers young people opportunities to develop themselves, their academic abilities 

and marketable job skills while addressing community needs through service work. SFCC will divert 1050 tons 

of material from landfill over two years by providing greening services for San Francisco events. They will 

increase recycling and composting practices among attendees, producers and corps members, help events get 

closer to zero waste and comply with the Mandatory Recycling and Composting Ordinance. Services will 

include consulting with producers to establish a successful recycling and composting plan, conduct the 

recycling and composting on the day of the event and track diversion rates for the events. This program diverts 

a significant amount of event waste from SF’s waste stream, while employing and training young adults. 

Goodwill Industries of San Francisco, San Mateo and Marin Counties (Goodwill) 

Goodwill will divert 2,000 tons of textiles including clothing, shoes and apparel from San Francisco’s waste 

stream over two years by launching the Zero Textile Waste Awareness campaign in collaboration with the 

Youth Leadership Institute and Arriba Juntos. This campaign will include in-person presentations, bus shelter 



ads, bus wraps, and billboards messages about where to drop unwanted textiles throughout SF. By increasing 

the amount of donations to the Goodwill, this grant will ultimately create local jobs at the Goodwill. 

San Francisco and Marin Food Bank 

San Francisco and Marin Food Bank will divert 540 tons of edible food from landfill by expanding its Local 

Fresh Grocery Rescue program to reduce the amount of edible food in San Francisco waste stream and redirect 

that food to low-income residents in need of food assistance.  This program will expand to hire one full time 

Fresh Rescue Driver who will be focused on capturing food from deli counters, and other quickly perishable 

items from grocery stores throughout San Francisco. 

San Francisco Community Recyclers (SFCR) 

SFCR has operated Building Resources for more than 20 years. As the City’s only source for reusable, recycled 

and remanufactured building and landscaping materials, Building Resources provides residents, businesses, 

artists and small local contractors with low-cost materials that would otherwise wind up in landfill. It also offers 

a range of workshops on re-use. It will divert 3447 tons of building materials and glass over a two-year period.  

 


