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Join San Francisco Residents in  
Going LED

LED lights save you money, last for years longer than other bulbs, and provide high-
quality light instantly. 

Make the switch to energy-saving LEDs today - they are better for your wallet, your 
home, and our environment. 

   Save money            Save energy           Long-lasting

Bulb replacement tips — safety first!
Bulbs get hot − Always switch off and allow a working bulb to cool before handling.
Bulbs can break – If possible, unscrew the bulb by holding the base. Think ahead about where you 
will put the bulb once you have removed it – have a box or other container ready!  
Bulbs can contain mercury – Certain types of bulbs contain mercury (see below), a potent neurotoxin. 
Breakage of a mercury-containing bulb requires special clean up (see reverse).
 

How do I discard my old bulb?
How you dispose of a light bulb depends on which kind of light bulb you have:

Hazardous Waste: Do not place in any carts, bins or dumpsters

Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs)

The following lighting elements contain mercury, which is harmful to human health and the environment 
– even in very small quantities. To find out how you properly dispose of light bulbs with mercury, go to 
SFEnvironment.org/RecycleWhere 

Look for CFL
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These items 
do not contain 
mercury, so 
they can be 
put in the black 
landfill bin.

Trash: San Francisco residents can put these items in the black landfill bin.

Incandescent Halogen

How to clean up a broken bulb that contains mercury
Compact fluorescent bulbs contain mercury - which can escape if the bulb is broken. Follow these simple steps 
for a safe clean up.  Take a few minutes to protect your health and the environment.

1. Do not use a vacuum.  
2. Have people and pets leave the room.
3. Air out the room for 5-10 minutes by opening a window or door to the outdoor environment.
4. Shut off the central forced air heating/air conditioning system, if you have one.
5. Carefully gather the broken pieces and place in a sealable container like a zipper bag or a small plastic tub. 
6. On solid flooring, use a damp paper towel to wipe up the white powder that spilled out of the bulb.  
7. On carpet, use sticky tape to collect the white powder.
8. It is important to be thorough in collecting broken glass and visible powder to prevent mercury 

contamination of the home.
9. Place the paper towel or sticky tape in the sealable container with the broken pieces and put it in a safe place.
10. As soon as the bulb clean-up is done, wash your hands with soap and water.

For disposal of the materials left from your clean-up, call (415) 330-1405 to schedule a FREE home pickup 
or bring materials to San Francisco’s permanent household hazardous waste collection facility. The Facility 
is open every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 8 am to 4 pm. You must provide proof of San Francisco 
residence (driver’s license or utility bill).  

Broken bulbs cannot be accepted at neighborhood drop-off sites, and should not go in the blue, green, or 
black bins. For more information about disposal of hazardous waste from your household visit:   
SFEnvironment.org/safe-disposal. 
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